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Take home messages 

5 concrete things to bring home and try on your farm

1. Clean cows and clean milking equipment

2. Analyzing the milk so we know what is going on 

3. Keep the milking system in a good condition and regular service

4. Evaluate milking routines, teat conditions and milk system settings routinely

5. Use the milk flow data from systems and DMS every day
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Udder health in SCC DK

• Only 50% of all milk is under 200.000 
SCC

• Good milk is always under 200.000 SCC

• Good milk is always under 5.000 IBC, 
TBS

• Good milk is always without any 
antibiotics
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Important conditions for an improved udder health

Photo credit: M-team
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You have to know your mastitis!

• Is it bacteria: Uberis, Aureus, Dysgalactiae, CNS or E. coli?

• All dry off cows, 75 DKK

• Bulk tank milk every month, 175 DKK

• Milking towels

• Brushes in AMS

• Milking filters

• Beddings, 135 DKK
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Teat score

• The cows tell you everything

• Look at the teats

• First 60 sec. after take off

• Use gloves and a flashlight

• Score 80 cows or 20% of the herd

Copyright 2005 © Pamela L. Ruegg & Doug Reinemann
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Teat score at its worst

• Take off settings are too low

• System vacuum is too high

• If liners don’t fit the teat

• Not a good prep of the cows

• + 5% of this is too much

Copyright 2005 © Pamela L. Ruegg & Doug Reinemann
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Service of the milking system – liners

• How many milkings can a 
normal liner milk?

• Bucket machine

Photo credit: DeLaval Photo credit: DeLaval

Photo credit: DeLaval
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Service of the milking system – pulsators

• What is the protocol when a cow kicks a machine into pieces?

• How often should a pulsator be checked? 

Photo credit: DeLaval
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Milking hygiene
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Ensuring the milk flow by proper milking routines
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Check the result
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Teat dip after milking – why?
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Clean with foam

Photo credit: Lely
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What does a low cell count mean?

• Example: a forth-time calving cow provides 2 L of milk 
extra a day by having a cell count on 50,000 vs. 300,000

• A low cell count
• Fewer treatments 

• Fewer bucket cows 

• Less work  

• Lower risks 

• A proper cell count is > 50,000 of a first-time calving cow
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udder health at your herd

1. Clean cows and clean milking equipment

2. Analyzing the milk so we know what is going on 

3. Keep the milking system in a good condition and regular service

4. Evaluate milking routines, teat conditions and milk system settings routinely

5. Use the milk flow data from systems and DMS every day
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We are making food!


