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Local Authority Waters 
Programme: Who we are

• Coordination of programme and at 
regional level with implementing bodies 
and stakeholders 

• Catchment Scientists carrying out local 
catchment assessments to identify the 
issues and work with stakeholders to 
implement measures that will bring 
about water quality improvements.

• Community Water Officers working with 
communities to raise awareness and 
deliver projects – many with 
biodiversity interests.



• LAWPRO Programme delivery
• Regional committees
• National representative
• Inter-Agency Collaboration
• Building relationships and 

Stakeholder participation
• Facilitate learning and 

dissemination of best practice

Coordination Role



Communities in Action



Region Applications Total Project Cost Amount sought Amount Granted

Border  34 € 620,354.01 €     228,470.60 €121,103.94

Midlands and East 55 € 299,177.30 €     224,830.80 €63,008.43

South East 26 € 182,249.26 €     161,100.53 €118,622.64

South West 52 € 447,200.46 €     238,173.90 €88,787.93

West 35 € 219,760.70 €     186,256.38 €118,570.37

Overall grant 
amount sought 202 € 1,768,741.73 €  1,038,832.21 €510,093.31
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Community Water Development Fund
www.lawaters.ie

Deele Community Anglers, 
Donegal 2020 – Schools 
Education Programme

Abbey Community 
Development Association, Co. 
Galway – 2018/19

Ballyfarnon Tidy Towns, Co. Roscommon 
- 2020

River Blackwater 
Catchment Trust, 
Co. Monaghan -2021

Flossie and the Beach Cleaners, Co. 
Dublin - 2021

Camross Parish Development 
Assoc. Co. Laois 2020

Creevagh Art & 
Archaeology Collective, 
Co. Clare - 2021

Blarney Park Community Garden 
and Allotments, Co. Dublin -
2021

Clara Heritage Committee
/Society, Co. Offaly - 2021



Training and Guidance for 
Communities

• LAWPRO in conjunction with LEADER and the Irish 
Local Dev. Network produced a guidance 
document integrating water, biodiversity and 
climate project ideas for community when 
applying for LEADER funding to enhance their 
local environment.

• LEADER companies' delivery of Water and 
Biodiversity local catchment scale Training

o 15 local Catchment Scale Courses delivered to over 
400 participants

o 5 further courses are planned

• LAWPRO working with the Rural Development 
Committees (inc. Waters of LIFE), Dept of Rural 
and Community Development and LEADER into 
the next LEADER programme – increased focus on 
high status objective waterbodies.



Local Catchment 
Assessment

• Public meetings = 164

• Farmer Meetings = 131

• Desk Studies = 183

– Water of LIFE IP = 6

• Signpost Farm reports >100

• Local Catchment Assessment = 161

• Referrals  >100 PAAs

Achieve Water Quality 
Objectives 

Improved scientific 
understanding

Engagement

Stream Assessment

Measures: proposal,  
agreement & 
implementation

Reporting, 
Tracking and 
Monitoring

Water Quality 
Improvements



Capacity Building & Knowledge 
Sharing



Blue Dot Catchments programme



dRBMP Public consultation

LOCAL CONSULTATION
• Developed a Virtual Consultation 

Room 
• Used network to facilitate meetings 
• Explained the content of dRBMP
• Collated feedback and encouraged 

submissions
• Feedback presented to Government 

Department to influence content 
RBMP

• Issues raised with relevant 
implementing bodies and queries 
answered



3rd Cycle future plans(1)

• Increase in number of Areas for Action

– Priority Areas for Action: LAWPRO

– LA Areas for Restoration or Protection

– Areas for Human Health Protection/Restoration: NFGWS

– Catchment Projects: Multiple Parties



3rd Cycle future plans(2)

• Need for more community and public 
participation identified

• Proposal to establish Community 
Catchment Fora

• Proposal to develop Catchment 
Management Plans
– Scale??
– Sectoral action plans – National to 

catchment scale
– Link to estuaries

• 5 Five areas being considered to pilot 
both proposals and to examine how 
the CCF will be able to influence CMP 
over time.



CMP Opportunities and Challenges

Establishment of CCF 

• Representative

• Delivery mechanism

• Funding model

Sectoral reporting on 
implementation

• Data management

• National legal 
requirements

• Level of community 
influence at 
catchment scale

Community Action

• Manage 
expectations

• Capture and 
support



Thank You
Thanks to my LAWPRO, EPA and ASSAP colleagues for their input.

Any Questions ???


