
Purchase contract
Purchase contract for the sale of horses

Seller

Personal ID No/Company Reg. No.

Buyer

Personal ID No/Company Reg. No.

Buyer and Seller have agreed on the purchase of the 

following horse: Born on:  

Registration no:

The horse has the following distinctive description:

Seller declares that prior to buyer’s acquisition, the horse

has been used for:  

Buyer declares that the horse will be used for: 

The horse has been ridden/tested/inspected                 times by the buyer.

§1 Purchase amount  
The purchase amount has been agreed at DKK:       (incl./excl. 
VAT). The purchase amount  shall be paid in cash on collecting/delivery of the horse 
cf. §2, below, unless other payment has been made on payment, cf. §9. Seller war-
rants that to the best of the seller’s knowledge the horse is unencumbered.

§2 Collection and delivery  
Buyer shall pick up the horse from the following address: 

 on the

From the time of pick up/delivery of the horse, the risk of any accidental death, 
injury or deterioration of the horse’s condition shall pass to the buyer.

§6 Disputes  
Any dispute arising out of this contract, including disputes concerning the 
contract’s validity or existence, shall be settled by arbitration according to the 
Knowledge Seges

 “Ordinary rules of arbitration in horse disputes”

  “Rules on extended arbitration in horse disputes” 

If the parties do not wish to resort to arbitration, do not check either of these options.

§7 Other stipulations  
In case of an export purchase, buyer shall bear all costs related to exporting the 
horse from Denmark, including all costs of the medical certificate, export docu-
ments, required inoculations, health examinations, blood sampling, etc. 

Any dispute arising between the parties shall be governed by Danish law, and the 
venue shall be in Denmark, near seller’s premises.

If seller is obliged to take the horse back, seller shall bear only the costs of trans-
porting the horse to seller’s premises from a location in Denmark specified by 
buyer.

   , the 
Buyer

   , the 
Seller

§4 Buyer’s examination 
By signing the present contract, buyer hereby acknowledges that he has carefully 
inspected and examined the horse.

Seller has encouraged buyer to have the horse undergo a clinical examination by a 
veterinarian appointed and paid by buyer.

In addition, seller has encouraged buyer to get X-ray examination of the horse, in-
cluding examination of the horse’s legs, as well as X-ray examination of the horse’s 
back, neck and poll.

§5 Complaints by buyer  
If, in the opinion of buyer, the horse was suffering from a hidden fault or defect at 
the time of delivery, and if the purchase was made from a businessman engaged 
in professional horse trade, or if the purchase was brokered by a businessman en-
gaged in professional horse trade, and buyer himself is not a businessman engaged 
in professional horse trade, buyer must complain within a reasonable time after 
discovering such fault or defect.

§8 Insurance 
Seller states that insurance has been taken out on the horse           Yes            No

Policy no.

Insurance provider

Type of insurance

According to the policy, the horse is covered by the insurance for               days after  
delivery to buyer, cf. § 2, above.

Buyer will take over seller’s existing insurance            Yes            No

If both buyer and seller are private individuals, or if both are businessmen, or 
if seller is not a businessman, while buyer is a businessman engaged in profes-
sional horse trade, the following time-limit for complaints has been agreed on:                 
                months, (e.g. 3, 12, or 24 months).  
This is the absolute time-limit within which buyer may complain; buyer must 
always, however, complain within 14 days after a defect/fault has been or should 
have been discovered.

§9 Special terms 
The parties have agreed on the following special terms for the present contract:

The following documents are enclosed:

§3 Faults and defects  
Seller hereby declares that to the best of the seller’s knowledge, the horse has no 
faults or defects, but does not make any warranties or guarantees for the absence 
of any such faults or defects.

Seller disclaims any liability for faults or defects which should be known to buyer, 
cf. §4, below.

Together the parties have completed thebuyer/seller declaration form enclosed as 
an annex to the present contract.               Yes              No

The vendor has provided the following information on the horse (including its 
behaviour, training, health condition, etc.)

(”Almindelige regler for voldgift om heste”)

(“Regler for udvidet voldgift om heste”)



Re: § 1
Delivery of the horse should happen at the same time as payment of the 
purchase amount. Buyer must concurrently be provided the horse’s original 
documents and passport, and the change of ownership of the horse should 
be registered within 30 days. Furthermore, buyer should obtain a receipt of 
payment of the purchase amount.

Re: § 2
From the moment the horse is delivered to buyer, buyer assumes all risk of 
accidental death or deterioration of the horse’s condition, e.g. acute illness.

If buyer picks up the horse from seller’s premises, buyer assumes the risk 
the moment he is given the reins. At this point, the deal is final, and buyer 
bears the risk of any harm or injury to the horse during transportation to 
buyer’s premises or buyer’s choice of boarding facility.

If the horse is delivered by seller, buyer does not assume the risk until the 
horse has been unloaded at buyer’s premises or buyer’s choice of boarding 
facility, and buyer has been given the reins.

The parties are free to agree on a different distribution of risk.

Re: § 3
Seller is under a loyal duty to inform, which implies that seller must give 
buyer all relevant information about the horse. Seller shall take care to pro-
vide information on any disorders, abnormal behaviours, previous injuries, 
diseases, etc.

It is recommended to complete a buyer/seller declaration form, which, like 
the present contract, is available from the Danish Knowledge Centre of 
Agriculture.

If seller fails to give any information which is relevant to buyer, seller may 
become liable in damages to buyer for the failure to inform.

Re: § 4
Under the Danish Sale of Goods Act (Købeloven), buyer is responsible for 
examining his purchase. Buyer is recommended, prior to concluding the 
contract, to request professional assistance from a veterinarian in the form 
of a clinical examination of the horse and a completed health examina-
tion form. It is furthermore recommended to perform a standard X-ray 
examination of 14 projections of the horse’s legs, as recommended by the 
Danish Veterinary Association. The parties may opt for an additional X-ray 
examination of the horse’s back, neck, and poll.

If such examination is omitted or incomplete – after seller has encouraged 
buyer to perform such examination – buyer is considered to have accepted 
the risk of any problems which could otherwise have been detected by 
performing the examination, and shall no longer be entitled to raise a 
claim against seller.

Re: § 5
The time-limit for complaints specifies the time-limit within which buyer 
must formally complain (react) to seller if the horse turns out to have a fault 
or defect.

Only grave defects/fault will entitle buyer to cancel the purchase. Other 
defects/faults may entitle buyer to a compensation or a proportional price 
reduction.

For all types of purchase, the absolute time-limit for complaints is 2 years.

This means that should buyer discover a fault or defect more than 2 years 
after the purchase, then buyer is not entitled to complain about the fault 
or defect, unless seller has deliberately withheld information about the 
fault or defect.

In consumer purchases, the minimum time-limit cannot be less than 2 
years.

In non-consumer purchases, the parties may freely agree on a different 
(shorter) absolute time-limit for complaints than the 2-year time-limit 
prescribed by the act.

A consumer purchase is defined as a purchase made at the premises of 
a businessman engaged in professional trading, while buyer is trading 
(mainly) outside his profession. The sale of a horse through a professional 
broker to a private individual is also considered a consumer purchase.

In addition to the absolute time-limit for complaints, the purchase is sub-
ject to a relative time-limit for complaints.

According to the Danish Sale of Goods Act, buyer in a consumer purchase 
has a minimum time-limit for complaints of at least 2 months. This means 
that buyer will always have at least 2 months to complain after discovering 
the fault or defect.

In non-consumer purchases, the length of the relative time-limit for com-
plaints is subject to agreement between the parties.

Re: § 6
The parties may agree to bring disputes before the Danish Arbitration Tri-
bunal for Horse Disputes (Voldgiftsretten for Heste) for settlement accord-
ing to the rules of the Tribunal, which are available from the Knowledge 
Centre for Agriculture.

After a dispute has arisen, and if both parties so agree, the dispute may be 
tried before the Danish Arbitration Tribunal for Horse Disputes, even if the 
option of arbitration was not included in the contract.

In consumer purchases, an agreement on arbitration made before the 
dispute has arisen, is not binding to the consumer. The consumer may 
therefore choose between the Danish Arbitration Tribunal and the Danish 
civil courts, after the dispute has arisen.

If the parties do not wish to bring disputes before the Danish Arbitration 
Tribunal for Horse Disputes, they may instead opt for settlement by the 
Danish civil courts.

Re: § 7
The rules on governing law and venue determine the national law under 
which disputes will be governed, as well as the country where disputes will 
be tried.

Also in sales/purchases involving parties from several countries, the parties 
may resort to arbitration before the Danish Arbitration Tribunal for Horse 
Disputes, cf.  §. 6.

It is generally recommended to seek legal advice in connection with sales/
purchases to or from foreign countries, especially countries outside the 
European Union.

Re: § 8
Buyer is advised to review his insurance needs in connection with the sale/
purchase, including the possibility of taking over any existing insurance 
taken out by seller.

Re: § 9
Any other relevant circumstances should be specified here, including any 
agreements on payment of instalments, right of first refusal, conditional 
payments, lease, or tack supplied with the horse, etc. Any disclaimers of li-
ability regarding the horse must also be specified here. A general disclaimer 
of liability is not valid in consumer purchases.
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